Alverton & Kilvington Parish Meeting & AGM

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 3 July 2007

Present:

Chairman - John Gossage

Secretary - Derek Kennedy

and 11 Members

1. Apologies

Received from:

Geoff & Gladys Burton

David & Julie Burton

Christine Jesson

Darryl Houghton

Mr & Mr Hilton-Bailey

2. Minutes of Last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 3oth March 2006 were approved.
3. Chairman’s report

The chairman reported on:-

Planning application, Casa Nostra.  A personal occupancy planning condition on this property had been lifted.

Community Speedwatch.  There was a proposal to work with the Police to instroduce a speed camera scheme operated by residents.

Web-site.  The chairman said he proposed to re-design the website.

Footpath at the Belvedere.  The chairman reported on the representations made to the County Council over the obstruction of the public footpath by the laying of a hedge across it.  The meeting supported the representations which the chairman was making in order to support the view that the footpath be where it now is.  Mrs Wright told the meeting about the litigation she had had to undertake against her neighbours for blocking the access to her garage.  She was pleased to inform everyone that the court proceedings had been resolved in her favour and that she can now use her garage again. She also took the opportunity to thank residents and neighbours for the support they gave during what was for her a very difficult and stressful time.

4. Secretary’s report

The Secretary reported on the progress of the (village green(.  It has been fenced and turfed recently.  Legal work is being put together by British Gypsum which our Chairman will be attending to.  Two bench seats are ready for installing, one in memory of Paul Nicholson and one in memory of Betty Kennedy.  A suggestion of bulb planting in the autumn was agreed to.

It was agreed to keep in touch with Noel Worley ref. the lake and surrounds - plus hedges.

5. Traffic

Lorries
The main item for discussion was whether there should be a lorry ban on the road through the villages.

Christine Jesson had done a traffic survey which was read out to the meeting - the meeting expressed serious concern at the number of very heavy (16 wheel) vehicles going through our two villages daily - and in most cases not observing the 30 limit. It was agreed to monitor (in the form of an on site survey, i.e. Staples Quarry and British Gypsum) the traffic movement.  The Secretary will start a rota to collect the information.

Mrs Schofield-Linnell presented a paper she had written about road safety in the area. [With her permission a copy is appended to these minutes].  She also said she had complained to Hardstaffs about speeding lorries and she felt their speeds had reduced.  Mrs Wright said that firm’s whose lorries started very early in the day should be targeted.  

One resident wondered if the old railway bridge at Kilvington could stand the loads.

It was agreed that the meeting should campaign for a 7.5 ton weight limit on the C3 road through the villages.

30mph Limit
This item was discussed at great length.  The meeting was pleased to welcome our police beat manager, P.C. Kevin Walker.  He advised residents to set up a number of members to be trained to use a speed gun. He would help us to get this started.  Sarah Hilton-Bailey offered to take charge of this.  Her offer was accepted.

P.C. Walker also explained he will shortly be on a course which, once passed, will give him the powers to administer speeding tickets.

It was felt that the cost of insurance could be met by donations.

6. Election of Officers

Both the Chairman and Secretary offered to stand down but there were no takers.  The meeting unanimously requesting that they continue.  The chairman and secretary  thanked the meeting for the confidence shown and agreed to continue.

7. Any other business
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.45pm approx.
Paper produced to the Meeting on 9th July 2007 by Mrs M Schofield-Linnell.
Roughly 50% of traffic in the UK is personal transport. The other 50% is transportation of all the ‘stuff’ that we buy. (Goodall, 2007). This percentage has been growing steadily over the last few years as we buy more and more heavily packaged goods from further and further afield and throw things away only to buy more to replace them. For starters, half the rubbish would mean half the waste lorries travelling up and down this road. I don’t believe it is fair to protest about the lorries coming through our village without also examining our purchasing habits and the amount of so-called rubbish we put into our bins. 

Given our own tendencies to speed, neither do I feel it is fair to protest about the lack of adherence to speed limits. So, here a few facts for us to consider;

60mph is the Maximum speed limit on single-carriageway roads, unless local signs indicate otherwise. Straight, wide stretches of main A roads are examples of where 60 is considered ‘safe’.

Various road safety/safe driving websites state that the following situations would render driving actually at 60mph unsafe; 

1. Where roads are narrow, such that two cars and one other road user cannot safely pass

2. Where there are bends and sharp corners, especially if these are blind 

3. Where the route is used by large vehicles which may cross the centre line into the path of oncoming traffic

4. Where there are likely to be pedestrians, horse-riders or cyclists (i.e where there are no footpaths, yet residential areas close by such that it is reasonable to expect vulnerable road users to be) 

5. Where the road surface is poor (e.g, where the road drops away at the edges or where there are potholes)
6. In rural areas where mud on the road a common occurrence

7. Where roads are not free draining and standing water and puddles are common

8. Where there are junctions or driveways or even entrances to fields

9. In areas frequently used by riding schools and where horses and riders are to be expected. 

10. Where weather conditions are poor, (e.g in fog, snow or ice)
With the exception of TWO weather-related points, the roads surrounding Alverton and Kilvington meet every one of these TEN criteria all the time, strongly indicating that driving at 60mph is far from safe. 

A few years ago in a dispute over whether Alverton residents should have to pay for the local school bus, the local authority decided that the route between Alverton and Orston was safe for children of primary school age to walk to school along. How can this be so when 60mph is clearly not safe, yet many vehicles are driving on these roads at that speed or greater? 

In the past year I have clocked 5 residents of THIS village driving over 75mph and 3 using mobile phones whilst driving. I have no desire to name and shame, but we can’t expect others to adhere to our speed limit when we don’t adhere to the speed limit ourselves. Just because we know where all our family are as we drive home as fast as we can, why should we be risking the lives of anyone else’s child, parent or spouse? Many websites state things such as “Most people want speed limits in their own roads yet they drive at speed past other people's houses.” (e.g. Buckinghamshire county council)
I keep a record of every incident I have been involved in, most usually where I am running along these lanes (and remember, if it is safe for a primary school age child to walk along at rush hour, it is much safer for me in high visibility gear at a less busy time). The twentieth incident this year, occurring last week, was a typical incident that I’d like to share with you now;

Two cars were traveling towards me. The first indicated to pull out. I did what I always do, which is check to see if anything else was coming in the opposite direction (i.e. were there any cars on the other side of the road)…there were indeed two more cars, one overtaking the other! The car coming towards me was forced to pull in and I turned round and jumped out of the way just in time. Not one driver stopped, yet they all narrowly missed causing a fatal accident. The previous incident I was running on the stretch beyond John Breedon’s farm on the corner, between the sharp bends. I heard a lorry behind me and looked to check. All appeared fine; it was travelling at a safe speed on the other side of the road. The next thing I knew my elbow was hit by the wing-mirror of an overtaking car who could not have failed to see me there before he started to overtake. I hadn’t heard him coming over the noise of the lorry; another just-missed fatality, avoided by all of an inch.   

So, if you’re thinking that the chances of you meeting someone at the wrong time are low, here are some more facts; 

· Motorways are five times safer per mile driven than the average road and eight times safer than urban 'A' roads. 

· Surveys have shown that around 57% of drivers exceed the 70mph motorway limit.

· Exceeding the 60mph limit on a minor road is potentially far more serious than speeding on a motorway. You are at least 5 times more likely to die on a minor road like ours than on the A1, A52 and A46…even in the protective shell of a car. 

So, what will happen if one of us hits a pedestrian or horse-rider on our local roads?  Just take in these facts;

· If a car travelling at 40mph collides with a pedestrian, that person is likely to be killed.

· At 30mph, there is a 50 percent chance of survival.

· At 20mph, most people survive. (Bucks CC)

Just think about this…it could be any one of us driving between here and the A52 say, at the maximum 60mph. We meet a cyclist immediately round one of these bends and manage to brake down to a speed of 40 as we approach…but there is also a car coming in the opposite direction and no way of avoidance, so we hit the cyclist at 40mph. Even at 30mph there is only a 50% chance of survival, but we’re going 40mph. I’ll leave it to your imagination now to think about the consequences for your job, your family and the guilt you would feel for the rest of your life. We always think it isn’t going to happen to us, we take millions of risks between us, but it only takes one unlucky coincidence to change our lives forever…
Melissa Schofield-Linnell, July 2007
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