Alverton & Kilvington Parish Meeting
Minutes of a meeting held on the 30th March 2006
Present:

Chairman - John Gossage

Secretary - Derek Kennedy

and 17 members

Apologies
Apologies were received from:-

Mr & Mrs J Houghton

Mr & Mrs M Langley

Adam Pearce

Sarah Head

Gladys Burton

Minutes of last meeting
There were approved.

Application for planning permission, The Belvedere, Alverton
The chairman explained the application and the facts of this matter.  The application was linked with a dispute between the owners of The Belvedere and Grange Farm Cottage and it was noted that vehicular access to the Grange Farm Cottage garage was at present obstructed by two recently erected concrete posts.

The chairman reported that Mr Langley had written to him to say that the dispute over access was a private matter and should not be discussed.  However he had asked that if it was discussed the chairman should read to the meeting an open letter which Mr Langley had written.  The chairman stated that in his opinion the meeting could in principle discuss whatever matters it wanted.  As it was inevitable that the discussion would involve the dispute the chairman proposed to read the letter at the outset.  This he did.  The matter was then thrown open for debate.

The meeting considered the matter widely.

The points made included the following:-

· One resident said that the applicant(s plan was did not make it clear that the Grange Farm Cottage garage opens onto the drive to the Belvedere and that Grange Farm cottage is shown inaccurately on the plan.  The chairman said he would draw this to the attention of the planners in any letter sent to them.

· One resident expressed the view that in principle a fence and hedge were not a problem but that obstructing access to the garage was.

· The chairman was then requested to read out letters he had received from Mrs Jo Perdue and Mr & Mrs J Houghton.  This was done.

· One resident asked whether the garage could be altered so that access was up the side of Grange Farm Cottage across its garden.  However access up the side of the cottage was very tight and in any event the garage was a double one.

· June Wright of Grange Farm Cottage said, inter alia, that there were some factual errors in Mr Langley(s letter.  The garage was built by Carmalor as part of their development.  Carmalor provided it as an incentive to persuade her not to oppose their planning application for the development and access over the drive was part of the arrangement.  Mr Langley would have known this.  She said she could not comprehend her neighbour(s behaviour which was incredibly distressing.

During the debate the following emerged as a clear consensus:-

· It should be a condition of any planning permission that work should be carried out so that at all times vehicular and pedestrian access to their garage is available to the owners of Grange Farm Cottage.

· If a gate were erected, it should be further up the drive, next to the garage for The Belvedere.

· The meeting considered that the proposed gate and brick columns were too big and not in keeping.  Any gate wherever erected should be a standard five bar gate only and with timber posts which should not be higher than the gate itself.  Tall brick columns and a gate as proposed would be unattractive from Grange Farm Cottage and detrimental to its amenity.

· Any gate should be hung from the northern side of the drive and open inwards up the drive.

The chairman would write to the planners to express these views.

Finally the mattering expressed the hope that this matter would soon be amicably resolved.
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